The San Diego Union-Tribune 06/22/2013 Copy Reduced to %d%% from original to fit letter page

U-T SAN DIEGO

SAN DIEGO HOMES

A

T
o
- iy

_—— i
; : |
B b
Y
e —
>
e

OPENS :
: CANYON;

‘ SPC-001-AD-1ED-SPC-06222013 1 6/17/2013  11:52:06 AM

Copyright © 2013 The San Diego Union-Tribune, LLC &bull; Privacy Policy &bull; Copyright Bo&@4, 2i815:58/g&1203wered by TECNAVIA



The San Diego Union-Tribune 06/22/2013

POLE POSITION

VALERIE LEMKE
SPECIALTO THE U-T

Mission Hills canyon home is supported by 27 telephone

poles buried 15 feet into the ground—some of which
have popped up as décor inside the residence.

Overlooking Mission Valley, the northern view takes in
Interstate 8 and the commercial and residential buildings
beyond. Sea World and the Pacific Ocean can be seen to the
west.

But current owners Tom Hutchings, a former Sacramento
urban planner, and Bryan Leigh, a former cancer drug devel-
oper, felt their view was compromised by the original floor
plan.

They called in architect and interior designer Bill Bock-
en and contractor Dana Ansell, CEO of Dakini Engineer-
ing General Contracting, to revitalize the home in 2009.
Kitchen expert Lisa Wilson-Wirth, owner of Arclinea San
Diego, joined the project and transformed the kitchen into
a handsome focal point.

“With small rooms and windows, dark walls and dark
furniture, the home had the look of a mountain ski lodge,”
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| t’s called the Pole House for a reason. Built in 1978, this
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The main floor of the home has been turned into an open and airy space. Kitch-
en counters and cabinetry were kept low to take advantage of the view. The light
Caesarstone quartz countertop adds contrast and elegance. SHELLEYMETCALF.COM
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Mission Hills
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said Bocken of the challenge facing
the three.

Wide-planked European white
oak flooring installed throughout
was the first step to lightening up
the house.

The remodel included removing
some walls, installing more than
30 new floor-to-ceiling Fleetwood
dual-paned windows and enlarg-
ing some existing windows. While
the 325 square feet of added space
didn’t change the footprint of the
house much, removing the walls
created a flow through the rooms
and opened things up to the view,
Bocken said.

The street-level carport adjacent
to an outdoor staircase descends a
flight and opens into the first floor
of the home. On this level - the
nerve center of the house - is the Remodeled in 2009, the Pole House, named after the telephone poles that provide support, is now
master bedroom, opulent bath, pri- practical and stylish. The downstairs theater/family room includes a bar area for entertaining (above).
vate deck, kitchen, dining and liv- Guests can also gather on the sheltered patio (below left). This light well, which can be seen from all
ing room. A spiral staircase and the major rooms in the house, is perfect for conversations in the evening. The updated master bathroom
wall between the kitchen and dining uses contrast and natural materials to create a classic look (below right). SHELLEYMETCALF.COM PHOTOS
spaces were removed to enlarge the
area.

‘Working her kitchen magic, Wil-
son-Wirth turned a dark, closed-in
room into an airy, sophisticated
space. Dark wood cabinets and out-
dated equipment were removed. In
their stead are a Gaggenau induc-
tion cooktop, white pull-out cabi-
netry, wine cooler and dishwasher.
None of these are more than waist-
high in deference to the view. Onthe
back wall, a freezer and refrigerator
hide behind white doors.

A 16-foot-long Caesarstone
quartz counter—built around one
of the structural telephone poles
-runs parallel with the large picture
windows and is a favorite gathering
place of guests, which at times have
numbered 300.

A half-wall separating the din-
ing area from the living room was
removed and replaced with a metal
rail fence. Once relatively unoccu-
pied, visitors are now drawn to the
room furnished with contemporary
sofas, bright yellow chairs and a
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CONTINUED FROM 6

fireplace.

The gorgeous views can be en-
joyed from inside the home, or
outside on the 60-foot-long master
deck that extends from the kitchen
to the living and dining rooms. This
outdoor marvel is the granddaddy
of the multiple decks throughout
the home.

“All of the decks existed before
the remodel, but were not in keep-
ing with the new architectural
style,” Hutchings said. “The rail-
ings were rebuilt and every deck
was resurfaced.”

Seen from these decks is the can-
yon below, its flora and fauna includ-
ing mature trees and shrubs, hawks,
hummingbirds and coyotes. It cre-
ates a sense of living in a forest.

Additional hillside plants includ-
ing yuccas, succulents, pittosporum
and flax were planted by landscape
designer Paul Adams. He incorpo-
rated variegated plants of green,
yellow and red to match a modern
painting owned by Hutchings and
Leigh.

A flight of stairs on the main floor
leads to an even lower level. Here,
a large theater/family room offers
both entertainment and office space.
Another telephone pole stands sen-
try beside the office desk.

A guest bedroom with a custom-
built Murphy bed, bath, storage and
laundry rooms are on this level, as
is an elaborate home entertainment
system with more than three miles
of low-voltage wiring.

“The system does everything
including controlling the blinds,”
Hutchings said. “We can be out of
the house or out of town, and the
system takes care of things.”

Also on the lower level, adjacent
to the theater/family room, is a fur-
nished outdoor courtyard and fire
pit nestled against the steep, land-
scaped hillside. Called a light well,
this unroofed architectural feature
can be seen from all major rooms
in the house.

Valerie Lemke is a San Diego freelance
writer.
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A telephone pole used to support the hillside home becomes an architectural feature and focal point in
the family/media room (above). Walls were removed and more than 30 new floor-to-ceiling windows were
added to brighten the home (below left). Before the remodel, the house, built in 1978, “had the look of a
mountain ski lodge,” said architect Bill Bocken. Landscape designer Paul Adams created a living painting
on the hillside to match one of the homeowner’s artworks (below right). SHELLEYMETCALF.COM PHOTOS
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